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Call & 
reference 
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Co-operation of small music venues EAC/S17/2019 
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programme 

Creative Europe 

EC Service DG EAC 
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Objectives  The Commission's legislative proposal for the next Creative Europe Programme includes 
the “sectorial support for music” as a new element for the benefit of the music sector, in 
addition to existing funding opportunities (i.e. cooperation projects, networks,platforms). 

The Preparatory action “Music Moves Europe: Boosting European music diversity and 
talent” aims at paving the way towards such sectorial support. To this end, the 
implementation of the 2019 Preparatory action will follow a two-fold approach: 

- to build on and develop further actions in the fields of "training" and "export"; 

- to implement and evaluate actions in new areas, i.e.: "small venues", "co-creation", 
"health effects", "music education". 

The present call for proposals aims at promoting a sustainable live music distribution 
through cooperation between small- and medium sized music venues with the aim to 
stimulate innovative collaboration models and to enhance venues’ role and identity in the 
local community. 

The proposals should contribute to the general objective by covering at least one of the 
two following specific objectives: 

1. Cooperation between small music venues to increase their capacity to address social or 
economic challenges they face. 

2. Engaging in partnerships with the relevant local, regional or national authorities for the 
creation of an enabling environment for small music venues to maximise their social-
economic contribution to the local communities. 

Specific 
objectives 

The Commission aims at selecting and supporting indicatively 15 co-operation projects 
between small music venues, as well as between small music venues and public 
authorities. 
Lessons learnt from the funded projects will improve the sector's understanding on how 
to help maintaining a diverse European music club scene. These findings will in fact help 
design the EU’s future support for music in the context of the planned new Creative 
Europe programme post-2020, which supports European diversity and talent, the 
competitiveness of the sector as well as increased access of citizens to music in all its 
diversity. 

 The following types of activities are eligible under this call for proposals: 

 Cooperation between small music venues, peer learning, exchange of experiences 

and good practices; 

 Staff exchange between clubs in form of study visits, secondments, trainees; 

 Development of competitive business strategies; 

 Elaboration of night time economic strategies for cities for creating enabling 

environment for the sustained operation of music venues; 
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 Dialogue with the local communities as well as with the competent local 

authorities; 

 PR campaigns to demonstrate the contribution of small music venues to the 
socioeconomic development of the local communities. 

 Communication and dissemination of projects results 

Total budget 
for this call 

EUR 600 000 

Max. EC co-
funding rate 

90% 

Contribution 
per project 

The maximum grant will be: 

 EUR 70 000 for projects comprising of at least 4 project partners having their legal 

seats in at least 3 different countries. 

 EUR 50 000 for projects comprising of at least 3 project partners having their legal 

seats in at least 2 different countries. 

 EUR 30 000 for projects comprising 2 project partners. 

 EUR 30.000 for projects, regardless the number of partners, where the project 

partners have their legal seats in the same country. 

Eligibility - be a public or private organisation with legal personality.  
 non-profit organisation (private or public); 
 public authorities (national, regional, local); 
 profit making entities 

- be a consortium of single entities from at least two different eligible countries, 
operating small music venue (up to 400 capacity), or a consortium made up of 
public or private entities, not necessarily from different eligible countries, of 
which at least one operates a music venue with a capacity up to 400. 
 
Only applications from legal entities established in the following countries are eligible: 
 EU Member States; 
 non-EU countries that are participating in the Creative Europe Programme Culture 

How can cities 
participate? 

As lead or partner of the project. 

 

Further 
information 

Link to the call. 

Please note that while we do our best to provide correct and relevant information on EU funding 

programmes, only the reference documents published by the European Commission are to be 

considered as valid legal references. We cannot be held responsible for the exploitation by any 

user of the information provided. 
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